INDUL - E

Gadgets
Mini Maestro: Sonodyne Antara review

Sonodyne’s tiniest speaker delivers old-world charm to the category, but it isn't for

everyone
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“Made in India” long before it became a buzz phrase, Sonodyne has long served the
serious audiophile and pro-studio markets. The brand has forayed into Bluetooth
wireless speakers, and the Antara is the entry-level in the lineup. Upon first glance,
Antara sports a fairly safe, ino ffensive design, with a black metal grille across the front of
the speaker and an ABS body - in black or white finishes - with IP65 splash resistance
for poolside use. It's small enough to be tlxdwsivinto a backpack, if the 1.5kg weight

isn't a deterrent.
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would use Bluetooth 5,4 to connect with the speaker, you do get connectivity ports
around the rear — a USB-A for plugging into a thumb drive to play MP3s (if you still

have them around), a 3.5mm aux-in for wired playback and a Type-C port for
charging...although a set of LEDs would have been nice to indicate current charge
levels. Interestingly, there’s a pre-out port to connect an external subwoofer, a nod to
the brand’s legacy in home audio equipment, but most would consider it excessive for a
Bluetooth speaker. Handier is the ability to connect two Antaras in ‘Duet Mode’ for a
more immersive audio experience.

Antara in white finish

3,350mAh battery inside is rated for up to 12 hours of use, and charging via the bundled
charging adapter takes a little under five hours to juice up the device completely. Music
played off the Antara is clear and rich, if a little hamstrung on bass response. Not having
a companion app means there is no way to customize the equalization to suit the music
you're playing, but there is inbuilt digital signal processing (DSP) equalization to cut out
distortion even at high levels. This is a speaker best suited for personal listening to
vocals, classical music or jazz, less so for hip hop or rock, unless of course, you have that
sub-woofer handy.

Rating: 7/10

Price: Rs. 13,499



